Medical management of colorectal carcinomas.
Current information on the medical treatment of colorectal cancer was reviewed after a search of the literature through Medline. Publications from 1984 to present were surveyed. Appropriate adjuvant therapy increases overall survival and disease-free intervals. The treatment modalities of unresectable or metastatic tumors are disappointing, with at best 40% of patients experiencing short-lasting responses. Whenever possible, patients with advanced colorectal cancer should be enrolled in clinical trials.